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Cabinet and a close connection with the two Dictators.
At any rate, it was to prove a gift from the gods, similar
to the half-hearted imposition of * sanctions* a year
before. It was valuable enough when it was first
broached, soon after the revolt, but it was Signor
Mussolini's salvation when affairs failed to turn out
as he had expected, and Madrid had not fallen by
November.

The English have been subjected to such a mass of
tendentious talk and writing, since the beginning of
the Spanish affair, that they are apt to forget the essential
facts about the part which their country has played.
It was some time before the public took any interest
in the matter. The revolt occurred almost at the begin-
ning of the August holidays, a period when those who
wish to make trouble in Europe have discovered that
both the English and the French are least likely to
object. The Spanish Government had few contacts
abroad. Their Ministers were Liberals, kindly and
unsophisticated mortals, pathetically ignorant about
propaganda outside their own country. The con-
glomeration of Spanish * left-wing* parties had taken little
part in international socialism, and the British Labour
Party's knowledge of Europe hardly extended south of
the Pyrenees. In those early days the Government's case,
which was overwhelming, almost went by default.

At the beginning of July, 1936, the Spanish Republic
was the recognized and lawful Government. The Am-
bassador, appointed by the Government, still occupies
the Embassy.1 The Republican Consul functions at the
Consulate. No one in England ever questioned the right
of Senor Azana to form a government in February 2
1936, nor were any of its acts disputed by the British
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